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Why are images so important?
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„Design kisses Sociological 
Imagination“

• Linking “personal troubles to 
public issues” (Mills 1959) 

• “Making public issues out of 
private troubles” (Burawoy 2005) 

• “Making Things Public” (Latour 
2005)
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Visible Sociology

• Thick knowledge 

• Questions for reflexive 
designing



Critical questions for a reflexive 
design process

• How does the visualization deal with uncertainty? (ambivalence) 

• How about the semiotics of the visualization?  

• Does the visualization rather open or close debates? 

• What is the meaning of the excluded? 

• What about scale? 

• Which visualization technique is applied? 

• Does the visualization enable dialogue? 

• When will the visualization be outdated?
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• How does the visualization deal with uncertainty? 
(ambivalence) 

• How about the semiotics of the visualization?  

• Does the visualization rather open or close 
debates?
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Thick knowledge:  
!
„The ability of visual 
representations to add 
knowledge to text based 
sociological work that cannot 
be explicated by text only.“ 
!
„A layer of knowledge, that 
enriches sociological 
knowledge and is glued to it in 
a participatory design process.“
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Critical questions for a reflexive 
design process

• How does the visualization deal with uncertainty? (ambivalence) 

• How about the semiotics of the visualization?  

• Does the visualization rather open or close debates? 

• What is the meaning of the excluded? 

• What about scale? 

• Which visualization technique is applied? 
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What are we working on?

Poster

„Give controversial matters 
of concern space by 
designerly means.“

Gerald Beck, May 2014



"...use design as a means of 
speculating how things 

could be …“ (p.2)

Gerald Beck, May 2014
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